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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to Applicant's Request for Continued 
Examination (RCE) filed on June 7, 2005. Claims 1-7, 9-17, 19-29, 31-32, 35-38 and 
40-44 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 25, 32, 38 and 44 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-7, 9-17, 19-29, 31, 32, 35-38 and 40-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Sims, III (U.S. Patent No. 6,550,01 1) in view of 
Abbott et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,671,808, hereinafter Abbott). 

In respect to claim 1 , Sims discloses a user data processor for providing access 
to a rights controlled data object, the user data processor comprising: 

a processing device (col. 11, lines 5-15); 
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a communication; device connected to the processing device and configured to 
receive an encrypted secure package containing a portion of the rights controlled data 
object (see col. 1, lines 13-29); 

a user program running on the processing device, the user program configured to 
control access to the rights controlled data object; a user program security module 
configured to at least partially decrypt the secure package using a user program key 
(see col. 9, lines 60-67); and 

a machine key device connected to and associated with the processing device 
and accessible by the user program, the machine key device configured to restrict the 
use of the data object to the user data processor using a machine key (see col, 15, lines 
18-34). 

Sims discloses it is additionally possible to uniquely encrypt the content per user 
so that if unauthorized copies are made available or a secret key is published the 
source might be identified (Sims, col. 9, lines 60-67). However, Sims does not explicitly 
disclose but Abbott discloses a user device associated with a user, the user key device 
detachably connected to the processing device, accessible by the user program and 
configured to restrict the use of the data object to the user data processor using a 
machine key (see Abbott, col. 3, lines 25-63). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of 
a user device associated with a user detachably connected to the processing device 
taught by Abbott with the teaching of additioanly encrypting the content per user taught 
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by Sims for the benefit of ensuring the identity of the user of the content (Abbott, col. 3, 
lines 45-49). 

In respect to claim 2, Sims and Abbott disclose the user data processor of Claim 

1, wherein the user program is configured to communicate with the machine key device 
to authenticate the identity of the processing device using the machine key (see Sims, 
col. 15, lines 18-34). 

In respect to claim 3, Sims and Abbott disclose the user data processor of Claim 

2, wherein the processing device is configured to provide rights controlled access to 
digital video (see Sims, col. 2, lines 1-3). 

In respect to claim 4, Sims and Abbott disclose the user data processor of Claim 
1 , wherein the encrypted secure package is encrypted with at least the user program 
key and the machine key, and wherein the machine key device is configured to at least 
partially decrypt the secure package using the machine key (see Sims, Col. 12, lines 
13-21). 

In respect to claim 5, Sims and Abbott disclose the user data processor of Claim 

4, wherein the user program is configured to communicate with the machine key device 
to authenticate the identity of the processing device using the machine key (see Sims, 
Col. 5, lines 18-38). 

In respect to claim 6, Sims and Abbott disclose the user data processor of Claim 

5, wherein the machine key is an asymmetric machine key pair comprising a public 
machine key and a private machine key (see Sims, Col. 12, lines 13-21). 
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In respect to claim 7, Sims and disclose the user data processor of Claim 6, 
wherein the machine key device is configured to generate the asymmetric machine key 
pair (see Sims, Col. 14, line 58-col. 15, line 3). 

In respect to claim 9, Sims and Abbott disclose the user data processor of Claim 
8, wherein the user program is configured to communicate with the machine key device 
to authenticate the identity of the processing device using the machine key, and 
wherein the user program is configured to communicate with the user key device to 
authenticate the identity of the user using the user key (see Sims, Col. 12, lines 13-21). 

In respect to claim 10, Sims and Abbott disclose the user data processor of 
Claim 8, wherein the encrypted secure package is encrypted with at least the user 
program key, the machine key, and the user key, wherein the machine key device is 
configured to at least partially decrypt the secure package using the machine key, and 
wherein the user key device is configured to at least partially decrypt the secure 
package using the user key (see Sims, col. 12, lines 13-21). 

In respect to claim 11, Sims and disclose the user data processor of Claim 10, 
wherein the user program is configured to communicate with the machine key device to 
authenticate the identity of the processing device using the machine key, and wherein 
the user program is configured to communicate with the user key device to authenticate 
the identity of the user using the user key (see Sims, Col. 12, lines 13-21). 

In respect to claim 12, Sims and Abbott disclose the user data processor of 
Claim 8, further comprising: 
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a second security module configured to at least partially decrypt the secure 
package using a second key; and a third security module configured to at least partially 
decrypt the secure package using a third key (see Sims, Col. 12, lines 13-21 and Col. 
20, lines 31-43). 

In respect to claim 13, Sims and Abbott disclose the user data processor of 
Claim 12, wherein the second security module is configured to communicate with the 
user key device to authenticate the identity of the processing device using the user key, 
and wherein the third security module is configured to communicate with the machine 
key device to authenticate the identity of the processing device using the machine key 
(see Abbott, Col. 12, lines 13-21 and col. 20, lines 31-43). 

In respect to claim 14, Sims and Abbott disclose the user data processor of 
Claim 12, wherein the second key is a portion of the user key, wherein the second 
security module is configured to obtain the second key from the user key device, 
wherein the third key is a portion of the machine key, and wherein the third security 
module is configured to obtain the third key from the machine key device (see Sims, col. 
20,lines 31-43). 

In respect to claim 15, Sims and Abbott disclose the user data processor of 
Claim 14, wherein the second security module and the third security module are parts of 
the user program (see Sims, col. 20, lines 31-43). 

In respect to claim 16, Sims and Abbott disclose the user data processor of 
Claim 1, further comprising a third security module configured to at least partially 
decrypt the secure package using a third key (see Sims, col. 12, lines 13-21). 
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In respect to claim 17, Sims and Abbott disclose the user data processor of 
Claim 16, wherein the third security module is configured to communicate with the 
machine key device to authenticate the identity of the processing device using the 
machine key (see Sims, 12, lines 13-21). 

In respect to claim 19, Sims and Abbott disclose the user data processor of 
Claim 16, wherein the third key is a portion of the machine key, and wherein the third 
security module is configured to obtain the third key from the machine key device (see 
Sims, col. 12, lines 13-21 and col. 20, lines 31-43). 

In respect to claim 20, Sims and Abbott disclose the user data processor of 
Claim 1 , wherein the third security module is a part of the user program (see Sims, col. 
20, lines 31-43). 

In respect to claim 21 , Sims and Abbott disclose the user data processor of 
Claim 1, wherein the user program is implemented in hardware (see Sims, col. 4, line 
63-col. 5, line 10). 

In respect to claim 22, Sims and Abbott disclose the user data processor of 
Claim 1, wherein the user program security module is part of the user program (see 
Sims, col. 4, line 63-col. 5, line 10). 

In respect to claim 23, Sims and Abbott disclose the user data processor of 
Claim 1, wherein the processing device is a general purpose computer (see Sims, col. 
3, lines 30-46). 
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In respect to claim 24, Sims and Abbott disclose the user data processor of 
Claim 1, wherein the processing device and the machine key device are contained in a 
single integrated circuit (see Sims, col. 12, lines 42-57). 

In respect to claim 27, Sims and Abbott disclose the method of claim 26, further 
comprising: 

(H) digitally signing the control elements such that the control elements can be 
authenticated; and (I) transmitting the digital signature of the controlled elements to the 
user data processor (see Sims, col. 5, lines 39-59). 

In respect to claims 25-26 and 28-29, 31 , 32, 35-38 and 40-44, the claim 
limitations are similar to claims 1-24 and 27. Therefore, claims 25-26 and 28-29, 31, 32, 
35-38 and 40-44 are rejected based on the similar rationale. 

4. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sims 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,550,01 1 ) Abbott (U.S. Patent No. 6,671 ,808) and further in view of 
Keeler, Jr. et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,502,130, hereinafter Keeler). 

In respect to claim 18, Sims and Abbott disclose the user data processor of 
Claim 17. Sims and Abbott do not disclose the MAC address of the user data processor 
is a key (see Keeler, cot. 4, lines 30-48). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to implement Sims and 
Abbott's teaching of encrypting content with machine key and user key with Keeler's 
teaching of using MAC address of the network system as a key so that it can 
conveniently identify the source if unauthorized content is identified. 
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Conclusion 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tongoc Tran whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3843. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory Morse can be reached on (571 ) 272-3838. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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